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True or False

There are no 
requirements 
around early 

childhood for the 
SEA in ESSA.

FALSE
• SEAs must coordinate with other programs that 

provide services for young children, including 
the IDEA, CCDBG, and Head Start, among other 
programs.

• SEAs and LEAs must include on their report 
cards the number and percentage of students 
enrolled in preschool programs.

• SEAs must use McKinney-Vento funds to help 
ensure that homeless children, including 
preschoolers, have equal access to free, 
appropriate public education.
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True or False

The LEA must send all 
Title I funds to schools. FALSE

LEAs may choose to use some or all 
of their Title I funds for districtwide 
early childhood programs, and then 
allocate any remainder to individual 

schools according to the federal 
Title I allocation requirements.
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True or False

Title I funds can be used 
to serve infants and 

toddlers, even if they do 
not have special needs.

TRUE
Title I funds can be used in 

programs serving children from 
birth to the age at which the school 
district provides a free elementary 

education
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Multiple Choice - Which of these is an allowable use of Title I funds?

A. Classroom-based instructional programs. 
B. Salaries and benefits for teachers and other staff. 
C. Home visiting programs.
D. Extended day programs in Head Start or community-based child care programs. 
E. Professional development for early childhood professionals who serve Title I 

eligible children, including providers in non-school settings. 
F. Support services, such as nutrition, vision, dental, and counseling services.
G. Screening and diagnostic assessment.
H. Summer enrichment programs for young children and their families.
I. Transition programs.
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Multiple Choice

All of the above
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Multiple Choice - All of these are allowable uses of Title I funds!
A. Classroom-based instructional programs. 
B. Salaries and benefits for teachers and other staff. 
C. Home visiting programs.
D. Extended day programs in Head Start or community-based child care 

programs. 
E. Professional development for early childhood professionals who serve Title 

I eligible children, including providers in non-school settings. 
F. Support services, such as nutrition, vision, dental, and counseling services.
G. Screening and diagnostic assessment.
H. Summer enrichment programs for young children and their families.
I. Transition programs.
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True or False

A school or district that 
provides preschool 

services must only follow 
state pre-k program 

requirements.

FALSE
The program must meet the education 

performance standards of the Head 
Start Program Performance Standards 
that are aligned with the Head Start 

Child Early Learning Outcomes 
Framework Ages Birth to Five (2015). 
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True or False

Only Head Start 
eligible children are 

eligible for Title I 
funded early 

childhood services.

FALSE
Certain children are “automatically eligible” to participate in a 

Title I preschool program, including: 

• children who participated in Head Start, 

• received services supported by the Comprehensive Literacy 
State Development Grants program within Literacy Education 
for All, Results for the Nation (LEARN) (formerly known as 
Striving Readers Comprehensive Literacy Program), 

• attended a Title I preschool program at any time in the prior 
two years; 

• children who received services under Title I, Part C (migrant 
education) in the prior two years; 

• preschool-age children experiencing homelessness; and 

• children who are in a local institution or attending a 
community day program for neglected or delinquent children 
and youth.
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True or False

Only children in Head 
Start centers can be 
served with Title I 

funds outside of the 
school.

FALSE
Eligible children include children who:

• are not eligible for Head Start services based 
on income requirements;

• are eligible for Head Start but not served in a 
Head Start center due to unmet need;

• are enrolled in a State preschool, Head Start, 
child care, or community-based early learning 
program and

• are in need of additional services (e.g., 
extending the day, increasing number of days, 
etc.); or

• would benefit from home visiting because they 
are most at risk of failing to meet the State’s 
challenging academic standards.
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True or False

An LEA may provide 
early childhood services 

in community based 
settings such as Head 

Start or private child care 
using Title I funds.

TRUE
An LEA may use funds to provide 

early education services consistent 
with applicable program 

requirements. LEAs may do so in 
public schools or in preschool 

centers operated by the LEA, as 
well as in community-based 

preschool programs. 
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Fill in the blank
1. The LEA may/may not directly transfer ESEA funds to a 

community-based preschool program.
2. An LEA may/may not pay tuition to a community-based 

preschool program for eligible children.
3. An LEA may/may not extend the day and year for Head 

Start children.
4. A Title I school may/may not use all or a portion of its 

Title I funds to operate a preschool program for eligible 
children.
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Fill in the blank

1. The LEA MAY NOT directly transfer ESSA funds to a 
community-based preschool program.

2. An LEA MAY NOT pay tuition to a community-based 
preschool program for eligible children.

3. An LEA MAY extend the day and year for Head Start 
children.

4. A Title I school MAY use all or a portion of its Title I funds 
to operate a preschool program for eligible children
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• May I support home visiting services?
• May I provide vision, hearing and dental screenings for four year 

olds?
• May I buy equipment for community-based providers?
• May I support high quality early childhood programs for infants, 

toddlers and preschoolers as part of a school improvement strategy?
• May I create full-day kindergarten?
• May I support family engagement activities with community-

providers?

Auditor, May I?
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• May I support home visiting services?  YES
• May I provide vision, hearing and dental screenings for four year 

olds? YES
• May I buy equipment for community-based providers? YES
• May I support high quality early childhood programs for infants, 

toddlers and preschoolers as part of a school improvement strategy? 
YES

• May I create full-day kindergarten? YES (with caveats)
• May I support family engagement activities with community-

providers? YES

Auditor, May I?
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What else do I need to know?



True or False

The only funds in ESSA 
that can be used to 

support children not yet 
in kindergarten are in 

Title I.

FALSE
Title II (Professional Development) 
and Title III (Supports for English 
Language Learners) funds can be 
used for early learning services.
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What does it look like?
• Gwinnet County, GA has used Title I to support a district transition specialist and 

transition teams in 25 Title I elementary schools.

• Melrose, MA used Title I to offer comprehensive screening to all 4-year-olds in the 
district, to identify at-risk children. One hundred percent of Title I funds were used for 
early childhood. 

• Children from birth to age five attend all-day, early childhood learning centers in 
Davenport, Iowa. Title I supported infant and toddler classrooms. State grants, special 
education, Head Start funding and tuition supported integrated preschool classrooms in 
the Children’s Villages. 

• The Chicago-Child Parent Centers provide comprehensive educational and family 
support services to low-income children at 13 sites in high-poverty neighborhoods. Title I 
has supported all program components. 
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http://portal.ct.gov/SDE/ESSA-Student-
Transition-Resources-PreK-to-Kindergarten

http://portal.ct.gov/SDE/ESSA-Student-Transition-Resources-PreK-to-Kindergarten


Using ESSA to Coordinate in North Carolina
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What Are State Options?

22www.ceelo.org/ESSA

Accountability

Can the LEA look at metrics 
that cross birth to 3rd (i.e., 

chronic absenteeism, 
suspension/ expulsion?

How is data used to improve 
teaching and learning across 

birth-3rd grade?

How are other early childhood 
priorities included in reporting 

requirements?

School Improvement

Are there early childhood 
interventions included as 
schools are identified)?

What are the interventions 
for pk-3?

How does the needs 
assessment include access 
to HQ ECE by subgroup? 

Assessment and 
Standards

What assessments are valid and 
reliable across the birth to 3rd

grade?

How can early learning standards and k-3 
standards be more closely aligned and 
implemented in through a coordinated 

approach??

How can PD be used to support 
improved alignment across birth 

to third grade?

All Students College 
and Career Ready

How is resource equity 
applied to early childhood 

programs/pk-3?

What is the role of a KEA 
in shaping teaching and 

learning?

How can the LEA include early 
childhood in building a 

continuum across pk-12?



The State and ECE in ESSA

• Strong state office of early learning
• Guidance on high quality standards
• Provide technical assistance through partners such 

as Head Start

How will the state plan 
support early learning at 

the LEA?

• Share best practices
• Promote coordination/partnerships
• Encourage local needs assessments
• Transition includes data, standards, PD, ongoing 

communication

How will the state plan 
support effective 

transitions?

www.ceelo.org/ESSA



• Support for CCDBG state plan goals
• Coordinated joint PD and technical assistance
• Connecting partners at the state and local level
• Stakeholder engagement opportunities (fully 

transparent, timely)

How is the state 
coordinating with 
CCDBG/Head Start 

agencies?

• Developing MOU
• Sharing data, curriculum, PD resources
• Understanding gaps in system

How are LEAs 
coordinating with Head 

Start and other ECE 
programs?

The State and ECE in ESSA
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The State and ECE in ESSA

• Provide guidance on planning for service delivery 
including avoiding duplication of services

• Highlight various uses of Title I funds 
• Promote use of community needs assessments

How can local 
delivery of services 

be expanded?

• Promote, explain and provide technical assistance for 
implementing Head Start standards

• Connect technical assistance providers to LEA

How can the state 
plan support 

quality?  
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PRESCHOOL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS

• PDG 1.0
• PDG 2.0 



Preschool Development Grants
Birth – Third Grade

Year one of the PDG B-5 is intended to support 
optimization of existing early childhood education 
resources. Grantees will use the funds for five key 
activities:
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Preschool Development Grants
Birth – Third Grade

• Needs Assessment
• Developing a Strategic Plan
• Maximizing parent choice and knowledge about the State’s mixed delivery 

system of existing programs and providers
• Sharing best practices among early childhood education program providers in 

the State to increase collaboration and efficiency of services, including to 
improve transitions from EC programs to elementary school

• Improving overall quality of early childhood education programs in the State, 
including by developing and implementing evidence-based practices to 
improve professional development for early childhood education providers 
and educational opportunities for children.
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Preschool Development Grants
Birth – Third Grade

• Develop, update, or implement a strategic plan—based on what is learned from their thorough, 
statewide B-5 needs assessment— that facilitates collaboration and coordination among 
existing programs of early childhood care and education within a statewide mixed-delivery 
system to prepare low-income and disadvantaged infants, toddlers, and young children to enter 
kindergarten.

• More efficiently use existing federal, state, local, and nongovernmental resources to align and 
strengthen the delivery of existing programs; coordinate delivery models and funding streams 
within the state’s or territory’s mixed-delivery system; and develop recommendations to better 
use existing resources.

• Encourage partnerships among Head Start programs, child care and preK providers, state and 
local governments, Indian tribes and tribal organizations, private entities (including faith- and 
community-based entities), and school systems.

• Improve transitions between early childhood and school systems.
• Maximize parental choice and knowledge about the state’s and territory’s mixed-delivery 

system of early childhood education program providers.
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DISCUSSION
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SOME KEY RESOURCES ON ESSA 
www.ceelo.org/ESSA
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SOME KEY RESOURCES ON PDG-B-5 
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