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Methodology 

In 2014, CEELO conducted online searches of state 
education agency websites to find current state policies 
on the development and implementation of a 
kindergarten entry assessment (KEA). We also 
performed secondary analysis of data reported in the 
2013 State of Preschool Yearbook and reviewed key 
documents produced by national organizations and 
states on the development and implementation of 
KEAs. Finally, we analyzed the findings to determine if 
key themes arose regarding the development and 
implementation of KEAs.  
 
Building upon this work, in 2017, self-reported state 
data on KEA tools were gathered from the annual 
NIEER 2016 State of Preschool Yearbook. CEELO also 
accessed and reviewed the Center for Standards and 
Assessment Implementation (CSAI)’s interactive map, 
which provides a snapshot of states’ kindergarten entry 
assessment tools. Additionally, in preparation for the 
Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO)’s 2017 
Action Network on Implementing Statewide 
Kindergarten Entry Assessments, a scan of state’s KEA 
status was conducted.  This scan provided another 
source of links and data that were reviewed for this 
Fast Fact. 
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INFORMATION REQUEST 
In 2014, CEELO was asked to provide information on how other states are approaching the 
development and implementation of KEA as part of a comprehensive assessment system. Specifically, 
the request asked for information about KEA measures used by other states, the processes states 
have used to develop their KEA state policy, and how states are supporting the training and 
professional development of practitioners and 
administrators in various settings. This Fast Fact is 
an update of the February 2014 Fast Fact: 
Information and Resources on Developing State 
Policy on Kindergarten Entry Assessment (KEA).  

 
State’s Goal 
The state that initially requested the data that was 
compiled in this Fast Fact had received 
supplemental Race to the Top- Early Learning 
Challenge (RTT-ELC) funding to develop a policy to 
implement a kindergarten entry assessment 
process.  As RTT-ELC funding comes to an end, the 
challenge for the states will be to find funding 
streams and to continue the KEA work. 

What We Learned 
The lessons we learned include current ones along 
with those we first identified in 2014.  
 

• Development and implementation of state 
policies to support developmentally appropriate, 
valid and useful kindergarten entry assessment 
requires a multi-stage long-term process.  

• It is important to engage diverse stakeholders, 
use research, link assessments to goals, and 

http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/KEA_Fast_Fact_Feb_11_2014_2.pdf
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/KEA_Fast_Fact_Feb_11_2014_2.pdf
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/KEA_Fast_Fact_Feb_11_2014_2.pdf
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develop a plan to support training and professional development when developing a KEA.  

• Defining and operationalizing the term “school readiness” is critically important to assure the KEA 
measure accurately assesses key domains of development.  

• It is important to determining how data from the KEA will be used and who will be using the data 
when developing policies and guidance for a new KEA.  

• It is important to consider up front whether the state plans to link KEA data with their state’s 
longitudinal data system.  

 

Recommendations for Stakeholders 
• Determine the goals, guiding principles, and purposes for the KEA in relation to the state’s goals for 

children and in concert with a comprehensive approach to early childhood assessment. 

• Review the validity and reliability of existing tools and consider the alignment of existing measures 
with the state’s definition of school readiness after engaging in a process of gaining stakeholder 
buy-in of key definitions and domains.  

• Transparent and frequent communication, with all stakeholders, including teacher unions, parents, 

legislators, educators and other stakeholders is important to ensure a broad understanding and 

support for the KEA.  

• Assure professional development and supports are in place so that administrators, teachers, and 
parents can use KEA information to support children’s development.  

 
What is a Kindergarten Entry Assessment?  
The U.S. Department of Education defines Kindergarten Entry Assessment as an assessment that:  

• Is administered to children during the first few months of their admission into kindergarten;  

• Covers all Essential Domains of School Readiness;  

• Is valid and reliable for its intended purposes and for the target populations and aligned to the 
Early Learning and Development Standards.  

 
Federal guidance on the purpose of the assessment suggests that “results of the assessment should be 
used to inform efforts to close the school readiness gap at kindergarten entry, to inform instruction in 
the early elementary school grades, and to inform parents about their children’s status and involve 
them in decisions about their children’s education. This assessment should not be used to prevent 
children’s entry into kindergarten or as a single measure for high-stakes decisions.”  
 

How Many States have Kindergarten Entry Assessments?  
Since 2010, a growing number of states have developed, piloted, implemented or revised their 
kindergarten entry assessments.  Much of this work has been spurred by legislation and funding 
opportunities, (e.g. Race to the Top- Early Learning Challenge funding and Enhanced Assessment 
Grants).  

• In 2010, just 7 states (Alaska, Connecticut, Florida, Hawaii, Maryland, Minnesota, and Vermont) 
collected KEA data for the purpose of aggregating data at the state level.  

• In 2012, 25 states required assessments during the kindergarten year. Of these, 12 reported 
assessing children at entry, 10 during the school year, and three at both at entry and during. 
Some states such as Iowa, Maine, Oklahoma, Vermont, and Wisconsin offer kindergarten for 
four-year olds but the NIEER Yearbook questions do not ask about these separately from the 
regular kindergarten.   
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• In 2013, 34 states described plans for a KEA in their RTT-ELC applications; and 9 states that did 
not submit a RTT-ELC application have some type of KEA.  

• In 2013, three Enhancement Assessment Grants were funded to develop or improve KEAs: 
Maryland-Ohio Consortium; North Carolina Consortium; and Texas Consortium. 
 

Table 1 provides updated information as of June 2017 on all 50 states and the District of Columbia.  
Most states are either implementing, developing, or revising a KEA. Some states require a KEA, but it is 
local decision to determine the tool and others only require a literacy or a diagnostic screening to be 
conducted. Additional trends include: 

• KEA is part of a K-3 assessment system (Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina) 

• KEA is only required for some schools  

• KEA policy is currently being developed and/or revised 
  

What Assessment Tools Do States Require School Districts to Use?  
State kindergarten assessment policy is continuing to evolve as are the tools selected to assess 
kindergarten readiness. In 2014, we found the most common policy used in selecting a tool was to allow 
localities to determine the measure (12 states) followed by a policy that required the use of state-
developed assessments (7).  In 2017, the following was found: 
  

• Most states use a commercially developed tool, typically with modifications.  The two most 
common tools are: 

 
o Teaching Strategies GOLD® (13 states included TS GOLD® as the KEA or one of the KEA 

assessment tools) 
o Desired Results Developmental Profile (6 states) 

 

• Seven states provide a list of tools for schools and/or districts to select or that are 
recommended 

• Four states are in the process of changing assessment tools  
 

Conclusion  
Similar to 2014, states and D.C. are in varying stages of implementing kindergarten entry assessment 
policies.  In addition, there is variability in the assessment instruments used, how data are used, and 
areas of children’s learning that are assessed. Since 2014, there have been some changes.  More states 
are using a KEA.  In addition, states tend to select a required KEA tool or a provide a list of approved 
tools to school districts, rather than leave the choice to school districts.  Finally, KEA policy is rapidly 
evolving, as evidenced by the number of states changing assessment tools or currently developing new 
tools.    
 
 

https://www.ed.gov/category/program/enhanced-assessment-grants
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Figure 1. KEA Implementation by State  
  

State Name of 
State KEA/ 
Initiative 

KEA Instrument(s) Mandated/ 
Voluntary 

Additional KEA 
Resources 

Alabama  Kindergarten 
Entry 
Assessment 

Teaching Strategies GOLD® Voluntary Information about the GOLD® Pre-
K training 

Alaska Alaska 
Developmental 
Profile 

Alaska Developmental 
Profile 

Mandated 2017 results; Alaska State Literacy 
Blueprint 

Arizona  Kindergarten 
Developmental Inventory 
(under development) 

 First Things First website 

Arkansas Kindergarten 
Readiness 
Program 

Qualls Early Learning 
Inventory 

Mandated Kindergarten Readiness memo; 
Kindergarten Readiness Indicator 
Checklist; K-2 Assessment website 

California  Desired Results 
Developmental Profile-
Kindergarten (DRDP) (last 
year required 2016-2017) 

Voluntary Kindergarten in CA website; 
information about Desired Results  

Colorado Kindergarten 
School 
Readiness 
Assessment 

• Teaching Strategies 
GOLD® 

• Desired Results 
Developmental Profile 
(DRDP) 

• HighScope Child 
Observation Record 
(COR) 

• Riverside Early 
Assessment of 
Learning (REAL) (last 
year 2016-2016) 

Mandated Resources for Kindergarten 
Teachers and School Leaders; 
recorded webinar, and information 
about assessment choices and 
school readiness plans; and 
Kindergarten School Readiness 
Initiative Guidance: 2015-2016 

Connecticut Fall 
Kindergarten 
Entrance 
Inventory 

Fall Kindergarten Entrance 
Inventory (CT is part of 
Maryland-Ohio Consortium 
developing a new tool) 

Voluntary Types and Purposes of Student 
Assessment in Education: An FAQ 

Delaware Delaware Early 
Learning Survey 

Teaching Strategies GOLD® Mandated DE-ELS Fact Sheet 2016-2017; 
2016-2017 Updates and 
Improvements; DE-ELS 
implementation webinar 

District of 
Columbia 

 DC is part of the North 
Carolina Consortium 
developing a KEA 

 North Carolina’s application for the 
EAG 
 

Florida Florida 
Kindergarten 
Readiness 
Screener 

STAR Early Literacy® 
(starting in 2017) 

Mandated In 2017-2018, FLKRS will be 
administered through Star Early 
Literacy®, which will replace the 
FLKRS Work Sampling System 
(FLKRS-WSS).  

Georgia Georgia 
Kindergarten 
Inventory of 
Developing Skills 
(GKIDS)   

Georgia Kindergarten 
Inventory of Developing 
Skills  

 

Mandated GKIDS resources; state wide results 
2009-2016; components of GKIDS, 
known as Readiness Check 

https://www.alsde.edu/sites/memos/Memoranda/FY15-3037.pdf
https://www.alsde.edu/sites/memos/Memoranda/FY15-3037.pdf
https://www.alsde.edu/sites/memos/Memoranda/FY15-3037.pdf
http://children.alabama.gov/professional-development/
https://education.alaska.gov/tls/Assessments/developmental.html
https://education.alaska.gov/tls/Assessments/developmental.html
https://education.alaska.gov/tls/Assessments/developmental.html
https://education.alaska.gov/tls/Assessments/Results/2017/16-17SuppressedDistrictLevelDevelopmentProfile.pdf
https://education.alaska.gov/blueprint/compre/index.html
https://education.alaska.gov/blueprint/compre/index.html
http://www.firstthingsfirst.org/about-first-things-first/publications
http://humanservices.arkansas.gov/dccece/Pages/kindergartenReadiness.aspx
http://humanservices.arkansas.gov/dccece/Pages/kindergartenReadiness.aspx
http://humanservices.arkansas.gov/dccece/Pages/kindergartenReadiness.aspx
http://humanservices.arkansas.gov/dccece/classroom_docs/Memo_KindergartenReadinessMaterials_4.18.16.pdf
http://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/resource-library/kindergarten-readiness-checklist
http://arbetterbeginnings.com/parents-families/resource-library/kindergarten-readiness-checklist
http://www.arkansased.gov/divisions/learning-services/assessment/k-2-assessment
http://www.drdpk.org/about.html
http://www.drdpk.org/about.html
http://www.drdpk.org/about.html
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/gs/em/kinderinfo.asp
http://www.cde.ca.gov/sp/cd/ci/desiredresults.asp
http://www.cde.state.co.us/schoolreadiness/assessment
http://www.cde.state.co.us/schoolreadiness/assessment
http://www.cde.state.co.us/schoolreadiness/assessment
http://www.cde.state.co.us/schoolreadiness/assessment
https://www.cde.state.co.us/schoolreadiness/kindergartenresources
https://www.cde.state.co.us/schoolreadiness/trainings
https://www.cde.state.co.us/schoolreadiness/assessment
https://www.cde.state.co.us/schoolreadiness/assessment
https://www.cde.state.co.us/schoolreadiness/updatedschoolreadinessguidance
https://www.cde.state.co.us/schoolreadiness/updatedschoolreadinessguidance
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/csde/cedar/assessment/kindergarten/fall.htm
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/csde/cedar/assessment/kindergarten/fall.htm
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/csde/cedar/assessment/kindergarten/fall.htm
http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/csde/cedar/assessment/kindergarten/fall.htm
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/smarter_balanced/The_Types_and_Purposes_of_Student_Assessment_in_Education_Final.pdf
http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/lib/sde/pdf/student_assessment/smarter_balanced/The_Types_and_Purposes_of_Student_Assessment_in_Education_Final.pdf
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/3029
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/Page/3029
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/cms/lib/DE01922744/Centricity/Domain/432/Delaware%20Early%20Learner%20Survey%202016-17%20Fact%20Sheet.pdf
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/cms/lib/DE01922744/Centricity/Domain/432/2016-17%20DE-ELS%20Updates%20and%20Improvements.pdf
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/cms/lib/DE01922744/Centricity/Domain/432/2016-17%20DE-ELS%20Updates%20and%20Improvements.pdf
https://www.doe.k12.de.us/page/3046
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/eag/awards.html
http://www2.ed.gov/programs/eag/awards.html
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/providers/provider_resources/florida_kindergarten_readiness_screener.aspx
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/providers/provider_resources/florida_kindergarten_readiness_screener.aspx
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/providers/provider_resources/florida_kindergarten_readiness_screener.aspx
http://www.floridaearlylearning.com/providers/provider_resources/florida_kindergarten_readiness_screener.aspx
http://www.renaissance.com/products/assessment/star-360/star-early-literacy-skills/
https://info.fldoe.org/docushare/dsweb/Get/Document-7855/dps-2017-27.pdf
http://www.fldoe.org/core/fileparse.php/18494/urlt/FLKRSQandAMay17.pdf
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GKIDS.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GKIDS.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GKIDS.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GKIDS.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GKIDS.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GKIDS-Resources.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GKIDS-Statewide-Results.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/GKIDS-Statewide-Results.aspx
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment/Pages/Readiness.aspx
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State Name of 
State KEA/ 
Initiative 

KEA Instrument(s) Mandated/ 
Voluntary 

Additional KEA 
Resources 

Hawaii Hawaii 
Individualized 
Kindergarten 
Inventory of 
Developing Skills 
(HIKIDS) 

• Hawaii State School 
Readiness Assessment 
(HSSRA) 

• Teaching Strategies 
GOLD® 

Voluntary Information about HSSRA; HIKIDS 
pilot 

Idaho Idaho Reading 
Initiative 

Idaho Reading Indicator 
(only assesses literacy) 

Mandated Idaho Reading Indicator and 
Literacy Intervention FAQ;  

Illinois Kindergarten 
Individual 
Development 
Survey (KIDS) 

Desired Results 
Developmental Profile 
(DRDP) 

Mandated KIDStech is the data system; 
resources for teachers and 
families; KIDS (2015) User Guide 

Indiana Indiana 
Standards Tool 
for Alternate 
Reporting of 
Kindergarten 
Readiness 
(ISTAR-KR) 

Indiana Standards Tool for 
Alternate Reporting of 
Kindergarten Readiness  

Mandated Getting Starting using ISTAR-KR 
video; administrator guide; parent 
consent form 

Iowa Formative 
Assessment 
System for 
Teachers (FAST) 
 

Formative Assessment  
System for Teachers (FAST) 
 

Mandated 
(literacy) 

FAST Manual; FAST FAQs; Early 
Literacy Implementation website; 
technical assistance guidance 

Kansas Kindergarten 
Readiness 
Snapshot (fall 
2017) 
 

Ages and Stages 
Questionnaires (ASQ-3; 
ASQ-SE) 

Mandated Early Learning Factoids, including 
kindergarten readiness; parent 
information letter; Kindergarten 
Readiness FAQs for Administrators 
and Teachers; Kindergarten 
Readiness Fact Sheet 

Kentucky Common 
Kindergarten 
Entry Screen  

BRIGANCE Kindergarten 
Screen III 
 

Mandated Kentucky’s Common Kindergarten 
Entry Screen Implementation 
Guide 2017-18; kindergarten 
school readiness definition 

Louisiana  • Teaching Strategies 
GOLD® 

• Developing Skills 
Checklist 

• Developing Skills 
Checklist (2017-2018 
last year this will be 
used as KEA option) 

Mandated DIBELS guide to administration; 
Kindergarten-3rd Grade 
Assessments Fact Sheet; classroom 
supports website 

Maine  Maine is part of the North 
Carolina Consortium 
developing a KEA 
 

• Teaching Strategies 
GOLD® (pilot for PEG 
sites) 

 Kindergarten screening in special 
education website; KEA pilot 
information  

Maryland Kindergarten 
Readiness 
Assessment 
(KRA) 

Kindergarten Readiness 
Assessment 

Mandated Johns Hopkins Center for 
Technology and Education 
provides FAQs and technical 
support contacts for KRA. 

http://p3hawaii.org/initiatives/hikids
http://p3hawaii.org/initiatives/hikids
http://p3hawaii.org/initiatives/hikids
http://p3hawaii.org/initiatives/hikids
http://p3hawaii.org/initiatives/hikids
http://p3hawaii.org/initiatives/hikids
http://arch.k12.hi.us/school/hssra/hssra.html
http://www.p20hawaii.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Annual_Report_2014.pdf
http://www.p20hawaii.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/Annual_Report_2014.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/iri/
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/iri/
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/iri/files/iri/general/Idaho-Reading-Indicator-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.sde.idaho.gov/assessment/iri/files/iri/general/Idaho-Reading-Indicator-Frequently-Asked-Questions.pdf
https://www.illinoiskids.org/
https://www.illinoiskids.org/
https://www.illinoiskids.org/
https://www.illinoiskids.org/
https://www.illinoiskids.org/content/kidstech
https://www.illinoiskids.org/audience/teachers
https://www.illinoiskids.org/content/kids-families#overlay-context=audience/families
https://www.illinoiskids.org/content/kids-2015-user-guide-and-instrument
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/kindergarten-readiness-assessment
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/kindergarten-readiness-assessment
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/kindergarten-readiness-assessment
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/kindergarten-readiness-assessment
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/kindergarten-readiness-assessment
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/kindergarten-readiness-assessment
http://www.doe.in.gov/assessment/kindergarten-readiness-assessment
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wD48YOpOgDk&feature=youtu.be
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/istar-kr-administrator-guide.pdf
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/3parent-consent-2016-july-11.pdf
http://www.doe.in.gov/sites/default/files/assessment/3parent-consent-2016-july-11.pdf
https://www.educateiowa.gov/early-literacy-implementation
https://www.educateiowa.gov/early-literacy-implementation
https://www.educateiowa.gov/early-literacy-implementation
https://www.educateiowa.gov/early-literacy-implementation
https://www.aea267.k12.ia.us/system/assets/uploads/files/2974/fastbridge_learning_abbreviated_iowa_technical_manual_version_2_0_final.pdf
https://www.aea267.k12.ia.us/system/assets/uploads/files/2974/faq_table_fast_-_11.16.15.pdf
https://www.educateiowa.gov/early-literacy-implementation
https://www.educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/EarlyLiteracyTechnicalAssistanceAppendices-Revised08-31-2016.pdf
http://www.ksde.org/Agency/Division-of-Learning-Services/Early-Childhood-Special-Education-and-Title-Services/Early-Childhood/Blank-Kindergarten-to-3rd-Grade
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/Early%20Childhood/Kindergarten/KGReadinessScreening-ParentLetter.pdf
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/Early%20Childhood/Kindergarten/FAQ-Teachers-Admin.pdf
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/Early%20Childhood/Kindergarten/FAQ-Teachers-Admin.pdf
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/Early%20Childhood/Kindergarten/FAQ-Teachers-Admin.pdf
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/ECSETS/FactSheets/FactSheet-KindergartenReadiness.pdf
http://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/ECSETS/FactSheets/FactSheet-KindergartenReadiness.pdf
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/conpro/prim-pre/Pages/Common-Kindergarten-Entry-Screener.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/conpro/prim-pre/Pages/Common-Kindergarten-Entry-Screener.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/conpro/prim-pre/Pages/Common-Kindergarten-Entry-Screener.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/conpro/prim-pre/Documents/K%20Screen%20Implementation%20Guide%202017_18%20FINAL.pdf
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/conpro/prim-pre/Documents/K%20Screen%20Implementation%20Guide%202017_18%20FINAL.pdf
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/conpro/prim-pre/Documents/K%20Screen%20Implementation%20Guide%202017_18%20FINAL.pdf
http://education.ky.gov/curriculum/conpro/prim-pre/Pages/School-Readiness-Definition.aspx
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/dibels-next-administration-guide-2015-2016.pdf?sfvrsn=4
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/grades-k-2-assessments-fact-sheet.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/docs/default-source/assessment/grades-k-2-assessments-fact-sheet.pdf?sfvrsn=2
http://www.louisianabelieves.com/resources/library/early-childhood
http://www.ldame.org/oldsite/files/html/ch02/ch02_03.htm
https://mainedoenews.net/2015/08/19/pilot-training-of-a-kindergarten-entry-assessment/
http://pd.kready.org/105956
http://pd.kready.org/105956
http://pd.kready.org/105956
http://pd.kready.org/105956
http://olms.cte.jhu.edu/olms2/448594
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State Name of 
State KEA/ 
Initiative 

KEA Instrument(s) Mandated/ 
Voluntary 

Additional KEA 
Resources 

Massachusetts Massachusetts 
Kindergarten 
Entry 
Assessment 
(MKEA) 

• Teaching Strategies 
GOLD® 

• Work Sampling 
System (WSS) 

Mandated (full-
day kindergarten 
classrooms) 

MKEA FAQs; options for FY2016 
implementation; training 
resources; student data 

Michigan Kindergarten 
Entry 
Assessment 
 

• Teaching Strategies 
GOLD® (last year 
2016-2017) 

• Kindergarten Entry 
Status Observation of 
Skills (KEOS) (fall 2017) 

 

 KEA FAQs 

Minnesota Kindergarten 
Entry Profile 
(KEP) 

• Desired Results 
Developmental Profile 
(DRDP) 

• Formative Assessment  
System for Teachers 
(FAST) 

• Teaching Strategies 
GOLD® 

• Work Sampling 
System (WSS) 

Mandated KEP resources for programs; KEP 
objectives by tool 

Mississippi Kindergarten 
Readiness 
Assessment 
(KRA) part of 
the Mississippi 
K–3 Assessment 
Support System 
(MKAS2) 
 

STAR Early Literacy® Mandated MKAS2 update presented to BOE 

Missouri School 
Readiness Tool  

Desired Results 
Developmental Profile 
(DRDP) 
 

Voluntary Missouri DRDP guidance; teacher 
workshop calendar 

Montana  The only required K 
assessment evaluates 
English language 
proficiency 

 Montana Comprehensive 
Assessment System website 

Nebraska  District choice Mandated Kindergarten website 

Nevada Silver State KIDS 
(Kindergarten 
Inventory of 
Development 
Statewide) 
 

Brigance Voluntary Kindergarten website; Nevada 
State and District Assessment 
Survey 

New 
Hampshire 

Kindergarten 
Readiness 
Indicators (KRI) 

 

Two tools were cross 
referenced with KRI and 
recommended: 

• Teaching Strategies 
GOLD® 

• Work Sampling 
System (WSS) 

Voluntary Early Childhood Education (birth-
3rd grade) website; kindergarten 
readiness presentation 

http://www.mass.gov/edu/docs/eec/2014/20140502-mkea-qa.pdf
http://www.massteacher.org/issues_and_action/~/media/Files/kindergarten_assessments/mkea_options.pdf
https://www.collaborative.org/programs/early-childhood/assessment-responsive-teaching/mkea-training
http://www.renniecenter.org/condition-education/indicator/kindergarten-entry-assessment
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-22709_65339---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-22709_65339---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-22709_65339---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-22709_65339---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Everything_You_Need_To_Know_About_KEA_488297_7.pdf
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/dse/kind/KEP/index.htm
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/dse/kind/KEP/index.htm
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/dse/kind/KEP/index.htm
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/dse/kind/KEP/res/
http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/dse/kind/KEP/res/MDE060071
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/OSA/KRA
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/OSA/KRA
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/OSA/KRA
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/OSA/KRA
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/OSA/MKAS2
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/OSA/MKAS2
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/OSA/MKAS2
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/OSA/MKAS2
http://www.renaissance.com/products/assessment/star-360/star-early-literacy-skills/
http://www.mde.k12.ms.us/docs/student-assessment/kreadiness-sbe-preso-jan-2017.pdf?sfvrsn=2
https://dese.mo.gov/quality-schools/early-learning/school-readiness-tool
https://dese.mo.gov/quality-schools/early-learning/school-readiness-tool
https://dese.mo.gov/sites/default/files/eel-el-2016-DRDP-Missouri-Guidance.pdf
http://www.moworkshopcalendar.org/
http://opi.mt.gov/curriculum/MontCAS/#gpm1_5
http://opi.mt.gov/curriculum/MontCAS/#gpm1_5
http://opi.mt.gov/curriculum/MontCAS/
https://www.education.ne.gov/oec/kgn.html
http://www.doe.nv.gov/Legislative/Expanded_Full-Day_Kindergarten/
http://www.doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Assessments/Docs/NV_Assessment_Survey_Report_Complete.pdf
http://www.doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Assessments/Docs/NV_Assessment_Survey_Report_Complete.pdf
http://www.doe.nv.gov/uploadedFiles/ndedoenvgov/content/Assessments/Docs/NV_Assessment_Survey_Report_Complete.pdf
https://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/curriculum/documents/kindergarten-readiness.pdf
https://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/curriculum/documents/kindergarten-readiness.pdf
https://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/curriculum/documents/kindergarten-readiness.pdf
https://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/curriculum/documents/kindergarten-readiness.pdf
https://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/curriculum/early_learning.htm
https://www.education.nh.gov/instruction/curriculum/documents/kindergarten-readiness-desc.pdf
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State Name of 
State KEA/ 
Initiative 

KEA Instrument(s) Mandated/ 
Voluntary 

Additional KEA 
Resources 

New Jersey New Jersey 
Kindergarten 
Entry 
Assessment 
(NJKEA) 

Teaching Strategies GOLD® Voluntary Five kindergarten seminars were 
conducted in 2015-2016; New 
Jersey Kindergarten Entry 
Assessment (NJKEA): Information 
Packet: 2016-2017 

New Mexico Kindergarten 
Observation 
Tool (KOT) 
 

Kindergarten Observation 
Tool 

Mandated There are a series of KOT webinar 
trainings and FAQs and manuals 
for administering the KOT. 

New York  A KEA is not required 
however districts must 
administer diagnostic 
screening to all new 
students in Pre-K-2.  

 

  

North Carolina North Carolina 
Kindergarten 
Entry 
Assessment (NC 
KEA) part of 
NC’s K-3 
Formative 
Assessment 
Process 
 

North Carolina 
Kindergarten Entry 
Assessment (NC KEA) 

Mandated NC KEA pilot wiki website; Office of 
Early Learning website 

North Dakota  North Dakota is part of the 
North Carolina Consortium 
developing a KEA 

 KEA website 

Ohio  Kindergarten 
Readiness 
Assessment 
(KRA) 

Kindergarten Readiness 
Assessment 

Mandated KRA Fact Sheet; student data 

Oklahoma  Early Literacy Quick 
Assessments (ELQA) 
 

Mandated 
reading 
assessment 

Early Childhood and Family 
Education website; Reading 
Sufficiency Act information  

Oregon Oregon 
Kindergarten 
Assessment 

Oregon Kindergarten 
Assessment 

Mandated KEA resources; 2016-2017 KEA 
FAQs 

Pennsylvania Kindergarten 
Entry Inventory 
(KEI) 

Kindergarten Entry 
Inventory 

Mandated (only 
Title 1 and 
Priority Schools) 

2015 KEI summary report; KEI 
landing page; KEI infographic 

Rhode Island  Rhode Island is part of the 
North Carolina Consortium 
developing a KEA 

 Early childhood assessment 
website 

South Carolina First Steps to 
School 
Readiness 
Initiative 
 

Developmental Reading 
Assessment 2nd 
Edition (DRA2) (last year 
2016-2017)  
 
Kindergarten Readiness 
Assessment (KRA) (fall 
2017) 
  

Mandated SCDE assessment website; pre-K 
and K readiness assessments 
website 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/ece/rttt/njkea/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ece/rttt/njkea/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ece/rttt/njkea/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ece/rttt/njkea/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ece/rttt/njkea/
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ece/rttt/njkea/seminars/session1/PLC.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ece/rttt/njkea/registration.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ece/rttt/njkea/registration.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ece/rttt/njkea/registration.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/education/ece/rttt/njkea/registration.pdf
http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/LiteracyEarlyChildhoodEd_KOT_index.html
http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/LiteracyEarlyChildhoodEd_KOT_index.html
http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/LiteracyEarlyChildhoodEd_KOT_index.html
http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/LiteracyEarlyChildhoodEd_KOT_index.html
http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/LiteracyEarlyChildhoodEd_KOT_training.html
http://ped.state.nm.us/ped/LiteracyEarlyChildhoodEd_KOT_teachers.html
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/earlylearning/k3assessment/
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/earlylearning/k3assessment/
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/earlylearning/k3assessment/
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/earlylearning/k3assessment/
http://keapilot.ncdpi.wikispaces.net/Home
http://www.ncpublicschools.org/earlylearning/
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/uploads/1435/FullColorOverviewK3ConsortiumND.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/uploads/1435/FullColorOverviewK3ConsortiumND.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/SchoolStaff/ECE/kindentryassess/
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/Kindergarten/Ohios-Kindergarten-Readiness-Assessment
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/Kindergarten/Ohios-Kindergarten-Readiness-Assessment
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/Kindergarten/Ohios-Kindergarten-Readiness-Assessment
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Early-Learning/Kindergarten/Ohios-Kindergarten-Readiness-Assessment
http://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Early-Learning/Kindergarten/Ohios-Kindergarten-Readiness-Assessment/Kindergarten-Readiness-Assessment-One-Page-Fact-Sheet.pdf.aspx
http://reportcard.education.ohio.gov/Pages/Download-Data.aspx
https://elqa.ou.edu/
https://elqa.ou.edu/
http://sde.ok.gov/sde/early-childhood-and-family-education#EC/Pilot
http://sde.ok.gov/sde/reading-sufficiency
https://oregonearlylearning.com/parents-families/kindergarten-ready/kindergarten-assessment/
https://oregonearlylearning.com/parents-families/kindergarten-ready/kindergarten-assessment/
https://oregonearlylearning.com/parents-families/kindergarten-ready/kindergarten-assessment/
http://www.ode.state.or.us/search/page/?=3908
http://www.ode.state.or.us/wma/teachlearn/testing/admin/kindergarten_assessment_faq.pdf
http://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/Pages/Kindergarten-Entry-Inventory.aspx#.Vi6VlberSUk
http://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/Pages/Kindergarten-Entry-Inventory.aspx#.Vi6VlberSUk
http://www.education.pa.gov/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/Pages/Kindergarten-Entry-Inventory.aspx#.Vi6VlberSUk
http://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/Kindergarten%20Entry%20Inventory/KEI%20Cohort%202%20Summary%20Report.pdf
http://kei-pa.org/
http://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/Early%20Learning/Race%20to%20the%20Top-Early%20Learning%20Challenge/Kindergarten%20Entry%20Inventory%20Process.pdf
http://wwhttp/www.ride.ri.gov/InstructionAssessment/Assessment/EarlyChildhoodAssessment.aspx#22980-kindergarten-entry-assessment
http://ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/pre-k-and-kindergarten-readiness-assessments/
http://ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/pre-k-and-kindergarten-readiness-assessments/
http://ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/pre-k-and-kindergarten-readiness-assessments/
http://ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/pre-k-and-kindergarten-readiness-assessments/
http://ed.sc.gov/tests/elementary/pre-k-and-kindergarten-readiness-assessments/
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State Name of 
State KEA/ 
Initiative 

KEA Instrument(s) Mandated/ 
Voluntary 

Additional KEA 
Resources 

South Dakota  South Dakota does not 
publicly report the use of a 
KEA. 

  

Tennessee Kindergarten 
Entry Inventory 
(starting in fall 
2017) 

Kindergarten Readiness 
Assessment (field test 
2016-2017)  
 
Desired Results 
Developmental Profile 
(DRDP) (fall 2017, only PDG 
and a few volunteer 
districts) 

Mandated (only 
PDG) 

2016-2017 required student 
assessments; assessment website 

Texas Texas 
Kindergarten 
Entry 
Assessment 
 

Texas Kindergarten Entry 
Assessment 

Pilot TX-KEA FAQs; TEA assessment 
website 

Utah Kindergarten 
Entry and Exit 
Profile (KEEP) 
 

Kindergarten Entry and Exit 
Profile (KEEP) 
 

Mandated KEEP administration manual 

Vermont Ready for 
Kindergarten! 
Survey (R4K!S) 
 

Teaching Strategies GOLD® 
 

Mandated 2015-2016 data; R4K!S fast facts 

Virginia Kindergarten 
Readiness 
Assessment 

Phonological Awareness 
Literacy Screening for 
Kindergarten (PALS-K) 
 
Work Sampling System 
(WSS) (optional) 

Mandated School Readiness website; 
University of Virginia’s PALS-K 
website 

Washington Washington 
Kindergarten 
Inventory of 
Developing Skills 
(WaKIDS) 

Teaching Strategies GOLD® 
 

Mandated There are a variety of state support 
and resources for WaKIDS, 
including teacher checklists and 
guidance; recorded webinars; 
and information flyers directed at 
principals. 

West Virginia Early Learning 
Reporting 
System 
 

A KEA is not required, but a 
formative assessment 
process 

 Office of Early Learning K-2 
resources; pre-K and K online 
resources 

Wisconsin  Districts chose own 
assessment to meet state 
mandate of measuring 
“fundamental literacy 
skills” 

Mandated Assessments of reading readiness 
FAQs; Comprehensive and Aligned 
System for Early Childhood 
Screening and Assessment: 
Wisconsin’s Blueprint, 3rd Edition 
(2016); Early Childhood Advisory 
Council website; kindergarten 
admission FAQs  

Wyoming  Wyoming does not publicly 
report the use of a KEA. 

  

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/57752cbed1758e541bdeef6b/t/57accb51579fb3a311f18750/1470942033312/Assessment+Supplement+2016-17+%2808-10-2016%29.pdf
http://www.tennessee.gov/education/section/assessment
https://www.texaskea.org/
https://www.texaskea.org/
https://www.texaskea.org/
https://www.texaskea.org/
https://www.texaskea.org/FAQs.html
http://tea.texas.gov/Student_Testing_and_Accountability/Testing/Testing/
http://www.schools.utah.gov/assessment/Kindergarten.aspx
http://www.schools.utah.gov/assessment/Kindergarten.aspx
http://www.schools.utah.gov/assessment/Kindergarten.aspx
http://www.schools.utah.gov/assessment/Kindergarten.aspx
http://www.schools.utah.gov/assessment/Kindergarten/KEEPTestAdministrationManual.aspx
http://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-early-education-ready-4-kindergarten-survey-fast-facts.pdf
http://education.vermont.gov/student-support/early-education/assessment
http://education.vermont.gov/student-support/early-education/assessment
http://education.vermont.gov/student-support/early-education/assessment
http://education.vermont.gov/student-support/early-education/assessment
http://education.vermont.gov/documents/early-education-ready-for-kindergarten-survey-report-2015-2016
http://education.vermont.gov/documents/ready-for-kindergarten-survey-fast-facts
http://vaperforms.virginia.gov/indicators/education/schoolReadiness.php
http://vaperforms.virginia.gov/indicators/education/schoolReadiness.php
http://vaperforms.virginia.gov/indicators/education/schoolReadiness.php
https://pals.virginia.edu/tools-k.html
https://pals.virginia.edu/tools-k.html
https://pals.virginia.edu/tools-k.html
https://pals.virginia.edu/tools-k.html
http://vaperforms.virginia.gov/indicators/education/schoolReadiness.php
https://pals.virginia.edu/tools-k.html
http://www.k12.wa.us/wakids/
http://www.k12.wa.us/wakids/
http://www.k12.wa.us/wakids/
http://www.k12.wa.us/wakids/
http://www.k12.wa.us/wakids/
http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/Materials/default.aspx
http://www.k12.wa.us/WaKIDS/Materials/default.aspx
https://wvde.state.wv.us/apps/elrs/
https://wvde.state.wv.us/apps/elrs/
https://wvde.state.wv.us/apps/elrs/
https://wvde.state.wv.us/apps/elrs/
https://sites.google.com/a/wvde.k12.wv.us/office-of-early-learning-resource/home/k-2-resources
http://wvde.state.wv.us/oel/kindergarten.php
https://dpi.wi.gov/assessment/reading-readiness/FAQ
https://www.collaboratingpartners.com/documents/Healthy_Children_Blueprint_9_28_16_FINAL.pdf
https://www.collaboratingpartners.com/documents/Healthy_Children_Blueprint_9_28_16_FINAL.pdf
https://www.collaboratingpartners.com/documents/Healthy_Children_Blueprint_9_28_16_FINAL.pdf
https://www.collaboratingpartners.com/documents/Healthy_Children_Blueprint_9_28_16_FINAL.pdf
https://www.collaboratingpartners.com/documents/Healthy_Children_Blueprint_9_28_16_FINAL.pdf
https://dcf.wisconsin.gov/ecac
https://dpi.wi.gov/early-childhood/kind/admission
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 Resources and Links 
 
Case Studies of the Early Implementation of Kindergarten Entry Assessments. (2016). This is a case study 
on MD, OR, PA, and WA’s KEA 
 
Considerations for ‘Rebranding’ Kindergarten Readiness Assessment. (2014) This Fast Fact explores the 
branding of kindergarten readiness assessments in different states. It examines how states developed 
their early childhood assessment systems and the funds that have supported the development and 
implementation of assessments. Also included is the name and description of the instrument or system 
used for kindergarten readiness assessment in six states. 
 
Fast Fact: Assessment Tools Used in Kindergarten Entry Assessments (KEAs) STATE SCAN. (2017).  This 
State Scan identifies the 16 states that are implementing a Kindergarten entry assessment (KEA) that are 
using a commercially developed tool as part of their KEA system; the three state consortia funded 
through the EAG are developing a Kindergarten measure; and the 13 states that have created their own 
KEA, sometimes in conjunction with a commercially made tool.  
 

Fast Fact: Information and Resources on Developing State Policy on Kindergarten Entry Assessment 
(KEA). (2014).  This Fast Fact provides information on how states are approaching the development and 
implementation of KEA as part of a comprehensive assessment system.  Includes links to states’ KEA 
policies and resources.  
 
How Kindergarten Entry Assessments are Used in Public Schools and How They Correlate with Spring 

Assessments. (2016). This study examined how public schools used Kindergarten entry assessments, 

what types of public schools used Kindergarten entry assessments, and whether the use of 

Kindergarten entry assessments was correlated with student early learning assessment scores in 

reading and math in spring of the Kindergarten year. This brief summarizes the study’s findings.  
 

Using Teaching Strategies GOLD® within a Kindergarten Entry Assessment System. (2016). This Fast 
Facts describes how states are using GOLD® as part of their KEA. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www2.ed.gov/rschstat/eval/disadv/kindergarten-entry-assessments/report.pdf
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/06/ceelo_fast_fact_kea_branding.pdf
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/01/ceelo_fast_fact_kea_state_scan_2017_01_for_web.pdf
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/KEA_Fast_Fact_Feb_11_2014_2.pdf
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/KEA_Fast_Fact_Feb_11_2014_2.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/northeast/pdf/REL_2017182.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/northeast/pdf/REL_2017182.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/northeast/pdf/REL_2017183.pdf
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/ceelo_fast_fact_gold_as_KEA_10_16.pdf
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ABOUT CEELO: 
One of 22 Comprehensive Centers funded by the U.S. Department of Education’s Office of Elementary 
and Secondary Education, the Center on Enhancing Early Learning Outcomes (CEELO) will strengthen the 
capacity of State Education Agencies (SEAs) to lead sustained improvements in early learning 
opportunities and outcomes. CEELO will work in partnership with SEAs, state and local early childhood 
leaders, and other federal and national technical assistance (TA) providers to promote innovation and 
accountability.  
 

Permission is granted to reprint this material if you acknowledge CEELO and the authors of the item. For 
more information, call the Communications contact at (732) 993-8051, or visit CEELO at CEELO.org.  
For other CEELO Policy Reports, Policy Briefs, and FastFacts, go to http://ceelo.org/ceelo-products.  
 
Suggested citation: 
Weisenfeld, G.G. (2017). Information and Resources on Developing State Policy on  
Kindergarten Entry Assessment (KEA): UPDATE (CEELO FastFact). New Brunswick, NJ: Center on 
Enhancing Early Learning Outcomes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Center on Enhancing Early Learning Outcomes (CEELO) is a partnership of the following 
organizations: 

 

 
 

 
 

This FastFact was originally produced in whole or in part by the Center on Enhancing Early 
Learning Outcomes, with funds from the U.S. Department of Education under cooperative 
agreement number S283B120054. The content does not necessarily reflect the position or 
policy of the Department of Education, nor does mention or visual representation of trade 
names, commercial products, or organizations imply endorsement by the federal 
government. 
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