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PART I: HIGH QUALITY PRESCHOOL 

AND STATE POLICY DATA 
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Why policies matter: Meta-Analysis of 
cognitive impacts 
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Note: Meta Analysis includes 123 studies 1960 to 2010.  
Camilli, G., Vargas, S., Ryan, S. & Barnett, S.. 2010. Meta-Analysis of the Effects of Early 
Education Interventions on Cognitive and Social Development. 



The Role of Data in P-3rd Grade Reform 

 Identify current policies across states, especially 
“best practice” policies 

 Measure progress across and within states 
 Ensure transparent accountability  
 Promote a culture of sustained, results-oriented, 

continuous improvement 
 Establish key research-based indicators of 

effective policy as benchmarks; focus attention 
on the “significant few” over the “trivial many” 

 

 
 



Informing P-3 Policy: Preschool 
Yearbook  

 Chart each state’s pre-K progress: policies about 
access, quality, and funding 

 Inform public and policy makers how state is doing and 
compares 

 Aggregate to a national picture 
 Major refresh starting this year: 
 New content 
 Special topics that vary year to year based on 

state-needs, gaps in information 



 
 

PART II: WHAT DO THE 2014 
YEARBOOK DATA TELL US? 
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A Peek Inside the Yearbook 
 Executive Summary 
 Tables 

 State Rankings and Quality Checklist Sums 
 Pre-K Access By State 
 Change in Preschool Enrollment over Time 
 State Pre-K, Preschool Special Education, and Head Start 

Enrollment 
 State Pre-K Quality Standards 
 Pre-K Resources Per Child Enrolled by State 
 Rankings of All Reported Resources Per Child 

 What Qualifies as a State Pre-K? 
 Roadmap to State Profile Pages 
 State Profiles 
 Methodology 
 Appendices 

 State Survey Data 2013-204 
 Head Start Data 
 Census Population Estimate 
 Pre-K Special Education Enrollment 



Survey Methodology 
 Annual survey of state-funded preschool programs 

serving 3- and/or 4-year-olds  
 Collected information on 2013-2014 school year in 

following categories: 
 Access 
 Resources  
 Quality Benchmarks 

 53 programs in 40 states, plus 1 in D.C. 
 10 “no program” states have Head Start and Special 

Education figures 
 Mississippi became the first state in four years to create a 

new program; will be included in the rankings in 2014-
2015 YB 
 

 



Pre-K Funding has not Recovered 

 Total state pre-K funding increased by $116M (adjusted for inflation) 
 Funding per child increased by $61 (inflation adjusted) from the previous 

year  
 State funding per child increased in 19 states; dropped in 20 
 In 5 states per-child spending fell by 10% or more; 5 states increase  
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Access Stagnates in 2013-2014 

 Enrollment increased over 8,500 in 2013-2014 than 
previous year when it declined by 4,300 

 16 states enrollment declined 
 17 states increased enrollment  



Access Varies Tremendously by State 
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Quality Standards Checklist  
Policy Benchmark 

Of the 53 pre-K initiatives, 
number meeting 

benchmark 

Early learning standards Comprehensive 53 

Teacher degree BA 31 

Teacher specialized training Specializing in pre-K 45 

Assistant teacher degree CDA or equivalent 18 

Teacher in-service At least 15 hours/year 43 

Maximum class size 20 or lower 45 

Staff-child ratio 1:10 or better 46 

Screening/referral and support 
services 

Vision, hearing, health; at least 1 
support service 35 

Meals At least 1/day 25 

Monitoring Site visits at least every five years 33 
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Trends in Quality Benchmarks 



State Profiles 



 
 

PART III: DIGGING DEEPER INTO 
THE 2014 DATA 
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The Data Goldmine: Appendix A 
Access 

 Availability of program 
 Program enrollment including ELL and special 

education 
 Program settings 

Operating Schedule 
Age Eligibility 

 Prekindergarten and kindergarten eligibility 
requirements 

 Exceptions to age requirements 
Income Requirement 
Other Eligibility Requirements 

 Risk factors for eligibility 
 Reassessment of eligibility 

Program Standards 
 Class sizes 
 Staff-child ratios 
 Meal requirements 
 Screening and referral services 
 Supports for English Language Learners 
 Comprehensive services 

Early Learning Standards 
Personnel 

 Teacher degree requirements and specialization 
 Teacher education levels 
 Teacher in-service requirements 
 Assistant teacher degree requirements and 

specialization 
Resources 

 Fiscal year 2014 spending (state, federal and local 
amounts) 

 Agencies eligible to receive funding directly and 
indirectly 

 Required local match 
Monitoring 

 Information collected for monitoring purposes 
 How monitoring is collected and used by the state 
 Formal evaluations of the prekindergarten program 
 Assessments used in pre-K and Kindergarten 



Additional Data: Appendices 
 Appendix B  
    Head Start Data 
 State-Funded Head 

Start 
 Federal Head Start 

 Appendix C  
    U.S. Census      
    Population Estimates 

 Appendix D  
     Pre-K Special                         
 Education  Enrollment 



Digging Deeper Into the Data: Trends 
by Topic 

 State program evaluation 
 Minimum lead teacher degree requirement 
 Faith-based funding eligibility 
 Enrollment by auspice: Public and nonpublic 

 











Considerations and Limitations 
 We are limited in what we can collect and report, 

because states do not collect data on certain data 
points (e.g., funding from all sources). 

 

 State context, policy, and practice are fluid. As 
such, data may not accurately portray the current 
situation. 

 

 There is much we want and need to know. 
 
                   “Not everything that counts can be counted;  
                     not everything that can be counted counts.”  
                                       Albert Einstein (unverified) 



Coming in 2015 

 Information on policies related to:  
 Dual language learners  
 Leadership qualifications 
 Curriculum 
 Demographics of enrolled children 
 Results of monitoring for continuous improvement 
 Workforce compensation and qualifications 



PART IV: QUESTIONS?   
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PART V: ADDITIONAL 
RESOURCES 
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Additional Resources 
 2003-2014 Yearbook Data on www.nieer.org 
 Application of Preschool Yearbook Data on 

www.ceelo.org 
 National Center for Education Statistics 
 US Census 
 Head Start PIR 
 OSEP Early Childhood Outcomes 
 Early Childhood Data Collaborative 
 Contact your CEELO TA liaison for additional data 

questions 

http://www.nieer.org/
http://www.ceelo.org/
http://www.nces.ed.gov/
http://www.census.gov/
http://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/data/pir
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/osep/index.html
http://www.ecedata.org/2013-national-results/
http://ceelo.org/contact-us/


  
 

www.ceelo.org 
info@ceelo.org 

http://www.ceelo.org/
http://www.ceelo.org/
mailto:info@ceelo.org

	highlights OF the 2014 Nieer State of preschool yearbook: p-3 policy in context
	Presenters
	Presenters
	Agenda
	�Part I: High Quality Preschool and State Policy Data�	�
	Why policies matter: Meta-Analysis of cognitive impacts
	The Role of Data in P-3rd Grade Reform
	Informing P-3 Policy: Preschool Yearbook 
	��Part II: What do the 2014 Yearbook Data Tell Us?�
	A Peek Inside the Yearbook
	Survey Methodology
	Pre-K Funding has not Recovered
	Slide Number 13
	Access Stagnates in 2013-2014
	Access Varies Tremendously by State
	Slide Number 16
	Quality Standards Checklist 
	Slide Number 18
	Trends in Quality Benchmarks
	State Profiles
	��Part III: Digging Deeper into the 2014 Data�
	The Data Goldmine: Appendix A
	Additional Data: Appendices
	Digging Deeper Into the Data: Trends by Topic
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Considerations and Limitations
	Coming in 2015
	Part iv: questions?  
	Part v: Additional resources
	Additional Resources
	 

