
FORMATIVE	  ASSESSMENT	  
PEER	  LEARNING	  COMMUNITY	  

	  
 

Tuesday,	  March	  18,	  2014,	  2:00	  –	  3:00	  p.m.	  (EST)	  
Center	  on	  Enhancing	  Early	  Learning	  Outcomes	  

Early	  Childhood	  TA	  Center	  (ECTA)	  
Please	  dial	  in:	  888-‐394-‐8197	  Passcode:725-‐932-‐5044#	  

 
 



Technical	  Issues	  
§  GoToWebinar	  is	  the	  technology	  suppor>ng	  
the	  presenta>on.	  

	  
§  Email	  or	  call	  Michelle	  Horowitz	  if	  you	  have	  
any	  technical	  issues	  at	  mhorowitz@nieer.org	  

	  
§  Notes	  will	  be	  taken	  and	  posted	  on	  the	  PLC	  
website	  

 
	  

	  

 



Questions and Comments 

§ When you are not speaking please mute 
your phones:  
§ To Mute or Unmute  Press *6 
§ Please do not put your phones on ‘Hold’ 

§  To ask a question or make a comment: 
§ Take your phone off mute (*6) and tell us 

your name and state, or 
§ Type a comment/question in the chat box 



Facilitators	  
§  Kirsty	  Clarke	  Brown,	  Ph.D.,	  Policy	  and	  
Communica>ons	  Advisor,	  CEELO/NIEER	  

§  Diane	  Schilder,	  Ed.D.	  Senior	  Research	  Scien>st/TA	  
Specialist	  ,	  CEELO/EDC	  



Agenda	  

§  Introduc>ons	  
§  Review	  Updates	  to	  the	  CEELO	  Website	  and	  
Scavenger	  hunt	  

§  Review	  Shannon	  Riley-‐Ayers’	  Forma>ve	  
Assessment	  Brief	  
§ Discussion	  

§  Next	  month’s	  call	  
	  



CEELO Website Scavenger Hunt 

As we review the CEELO website, find the following: 

§  A “FastFact” 
§  Directory of members of the Formative 

Assessment PLC 
§  PLC notes archive 
§  Formative Assessment PLC registration 

information 
  



CEELO	  Products 
http://ceelo.org/ceelo-products/ 

 



CEELO Briefs and FastFacts 



How	  to	  Get	  to	  the	  PLC	  on	  FormaWve	  
Assessment	  

§  http://ceelo.org/plc-formative-assessment-1/ 

OR 

§  Type ‘PLC’ in the search function in the upper right 
corner 



FormaWve	  Assessment	  PLC	  Page	  

 



PLC Pages on CEELO Website 



PLC Meeting Notes Archive 



PLC Registration 



Discussion 



Review of Formative Assessment 
Paper by Shannon Riley-Ayers 

 

Questions for PLC members:  
 

§ What one or two key ‘take away’ 
messages about formative 
assessment did you glean from 
reviewing the paper? 

 

 



Review, continued 
 

What we know: 
§  Formative assessment is a process that provides a critical link 

between standards, curriculum, and instruction. 
§  Assessments must be used in everyday routines, activities, 

and places and include information from multiple sources. 
§  Evidence that informs instruction should be gathered over 

time.  A single snapshot does not provide a complete and 
accurate picture of a child’s capabilities. 

 
Questions for PLC members:  

§  What are states doing to assure formative assessment is a 
process?  What supports are needed to assure evidence is 
gathered from multiple sources and over time? 

 



Review, continued 
 

What we know: 
§  Assessments must be reliable and valid; aligned with 

standards, age-appropriate expectations, and curricula; 
and examine key domains of learning and development.   

§  Assessment should not supersede effective practices, nor 
should it in any way drive instruction and learning to 
become didactic, rote, or isolated for children.   

Questions for PLC participants: 
§  Are the data useful to teachers and other stakeholders? 

Who has access to the data and for what purposes? 
 
 



Review, continued 
 

Dr. Riley-Ayers reported that: 
§  Formative assessment data are used to plan 

effective and differentiated instruction and 
intervention for young children.  

 
Questions for PLC participants: 

§ What has your state put into place to assure 
that teachers can use formative assessment 
data to differentiate instruction? Are there 
models you can share with other members? 

 
 



Issues for Policymakers to Consider 
Which of the following would you like to discuss in more depth in future? 
1.  Does the purpose of the assessment match the intended use of the assessment?    Is 

the assessment appropriate for the age and background of the children to whom it will be 
administered? 

2.  Does the assessment allow the convergence of information from multiple sources/
caregivers? 

3.  Are the necessary contextual supports in place for assessment implementation and 
effective, meaningful data use?  (e.g., training, time, ongoing support) 

4.  Does the assessment have a base or trajectory/continuum that is aligned to child 
developmental expectations, standards, and curricula?  Does the assessment 
include all key domains? 

5.  Does the assessment have a systematic approach and acceptable reliability and 
validity data?   Has the assessment been used successfully with similar children? 

6.  Are the data easily collected and interpreted to effectively inform teaching and 
learning?   

7.  What technology is necessary in order to gather data?  
8.  Are the data useful to teachers and other stakeholders?   
9.  What are the policies for implementation and what is the roll-out plan for the 

assessment? 
10.  Will data be gathered and maintained within FERPA and other security guidelines? Are 

there processes in place to inform stakeholders about how data are being gathered and 
held securely to allay concerns? 

 



Questions? 



Coming up… 

Next month’s call:   
April 15, 2014, 2 pm EST   
Visit the PLC website, below. 

 
PLC Website   
http://ceelo.org/plc-formative-assessment-1/  
 
Resources on http://CEELO.org 
 



Contact Information 

Kirsty Clarke Brown:  kbrown@nieer.org 
 

 
 
Kathi Gillaspy:  kathi.gillaspy@unc.edu  


